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Principal’s Message

National Art Gallery

As we begin 2019 Athy College is experiencing a high
level of success both at home and on the National stage.
This academic year we have received the award of
School of Distinction from Trinity College which acknowledges our successes in several aspects of the school.
We have been to the fore in promoting IT and STEM
with further development of Coding . Robotics and 3D
printing.
We have been selected nationally as one of the 41
schools to advise on the new Senior Cycle for schools.
A recent Whole School Inspection by the Department
of Education was extremely positive and an endorsement
of our work.
Our provision and success on the sportsfield continues
to expand with high levels of participation and similarly
our music and drama provision is proving a great attraction to students
Our student and staff numbers continue to grow as
have reached Design level of our new building extension.
In the interim temporary classrooms are being installed
currently.
All in all our teaching and learning is going from
strength to strength.
Thank you to the parents, teachers, students and
Board of Management for making Athy College the success it is today.
Richard Daly
Principal

Leaving cert art students experience
a wide range of visual art and culture
visiting the National Gallery of Ireland,
IMMA and the National College of Art
and Design.

EPIC and Glasevin
Transition Year students from Athy College visit the
Epic Museum about Irish Emigration throughout the ages.
Followed by Glasnevin cemetery where they visited the
resting place of O’Connell, Parnell, DeValera and Collins.

Girls Football
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Road Safety Authority

Delphi Adventure Centre
TY students spend 3 days enjoying outdoor activities in Delphi Adventure Centre.

Athy College is much obliged to the RSA for providing
the mobile unit to train student (and staff) on road safety. The simulator and 3D experience is both educational
and frightening

21st Century School of
Distinction Award
Athy College is delighted to receive 21st Century School
of Distinction award from Trinity College this year. Last year
we were runners up in this national competition but have this
year received this most prestigious award which covers every
aspect of the school. School of Distinction represents a lot of
hard work in innovation, teaching method, inclusion and much
more and we are proud to be at the cutting edge of education
delivery. Well done to all .

Artist in Residence
Scheme
Athy College received grant aid of €2500 under Kildare County Council’s Artist in Schools Bursary Award
Scheme 2018 to work with Artist Peter Baxter, Music
Artist.
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Transition Year(Athy College) &
Athy International Concentrates
Athy College participates in the Schools Business Partnership Programme(Business in the Community Ireland) and we are fortunate to have Athy
International Concentrates as our business partners for the past five years. The Schools Business
Partnership enables our students in Transition Year
to experience many aspects of the world of work
including a Site Visit to the company, CV/Interview Preparation Workshops, Presentations Skills
Workshops and Mock Interviews. This is an invaluable learning experience for our students where
they gain an insight into the world of work and
enhances their skills and knowledge. Our sincere
thanks to Tara McGovern, Ann Campion and all the
team at Athy International Concentrates and Orla
O’Dwyer from Schools Business Partnership, Business in the Community Ireland for their knowledge,
skills, expertise and commitment to this Partnership Programme.

Bridge 21
TY students spend three days in Bridge 21, Trinity College Dublin exploring STEM.

Tapas
TY’s cooked up a storm with a selection of Tapas delights.

TY students participating in a Presentation Skills
Workshop with Alan Mellerick, IT Athy International
Concentrates(Coca-Cola)

Bronze Award - Irish
Mathematics Trust

TY Students participating in a Site Visit at Athy
International Concentrates(Coca-Cola) on Friday 16th
November, 2018 as part of the Skills@Work Programme
– Business in the Community Ireland

Transition Year Business Management

Congratulations to Athy College student Anita Anadozie who won the Bronze Award in the
recent online maths competition run by the Irish
Mathematics Trust

TY students participating in Mock Interviews facilitated
by staff members from Athy International Concentrates
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Students in TY are currently creating their own businesses. Students have met with Sadie Wheatley from the
County Enterprise Board and are currently drawing up their
business plans. The students will be taking part in the County Enterprise Final in March.

Students are also involved in a “Shoe box appeal” for
Teach Iosa, the local homeless shelter in Athy.
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COLLEGE AWARENESS WEEK

Junior Certificate
School Programme
Third year pupils completing the
Junior Certificate School Programme
began the year by taking part in “Song
in a day”.
Students created a rap about their
town, Athy.
All JCSP students celebrated Halloween
in style, carving pumpkins. All students received certificates which recognised their
achievements.

Carlow IT and College

Kildare Community School
Student’s will also be involved in a
Christmas celebration.

“Make a Book” Challenge
School Summit

Students from second year visited the Athy Heritage Museum for their “Make a Book” Challenge.
These students have been set the task of creating a book on their area, Athy. While in the Heritage
Museum they looked at exhibitions on Ernest Shackleton, WW1 and Athy. They watched four short
films which incorporated key features that they are using in their book, such as the Canal, Gordon
Bennett Race and the ship Endurance. They had an opportunity to see a car owned by a local Athy lady
which is 101 years old and have chosen to include a piece on this in their book.
This is only the beginning of their book challenge
and we look forward to working on this
challenge over the upcoming months.

Athy College held a very successful College Awareness
Week 19th to 23rd November. TY, 5th and 6th Year students visited Carlow IT and Carlow College on their Open
Days and very much enjoyed the tours of the colleges. Our
school also visited Maynooth University on their Open Day
and managed to get to a Careers Exhibition and Apprenticeships and Further Education and Training Exhibition
also. Sixth Year students participated in a panel discussion where the panel comprised of Athy College teachers
who are past pupils of the school and all had a very interesting story to tell about their college education. All in all students enjoyed a very successful College
Awareness Week which promoted discussions about college opportunities after school.
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Junior Certificate School Programme
The Initiatives for the Junior Certificate School Programme have begun after being awarded in
November. The Reading Corner (All students), Christmas Celebration (All students), Bodhran (1st
year), A Field Trip(1st year), A Trip to an Art Gallery (2nd year) and An Activity Trip (3rd year).

The Reading Corner

nation of both! This is a fantastic opportunity
for all our students and they are encouraged to
access it.

The Reading Corner Initiative has given our
school the opportunity to purchases new books
for our library. Students have the opportunity
to borrow well known titles from our school library for a period of time, free of charge. Prizes will be offered throughout the year to students who have borrowed/read numerous books!
This initiative is linking in with our drive to be a
“well-read” school.

SORA Library
All student have received access to an online
library which has over 4000 titles in it. The online library can be downloaded through the App
Store or google play store. This App, SORA has
ebooks, audiobooks and books that are a combi-

Senior
Cycle
Review
Athy College was invited by the
NCCA as one of forty-one post-primary schools across Ireland to embark
on an ambitious project in May 2018,
to formulate and share their think-

Cross Curricular
Statements

ing with the NCCA and the country on

Students taking part in the Junior Certificate School Programme were awarded there
CCS for the October half-term. These can be
found in the students journals. These statements are a work in progress and all students
have linked in with Ms. Denmead to reflect on
their progression last half-term. Students will
have an opportunity to improve on these for
their January reflection.

opinions from teachers, parents and

the purpose of senior cycle education
in Ireland. The NCCA has collected
students on their perceptions of the
purpose of Senior Cycle. As part of
Cycle 1 we reflected on the best aspects of our current system and the
ongoing challenges. Pictured here are
the opinions of from students been
collected by the NCCA.

Homeless
Shelter in
Athy
Science Week
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We had a talk with
Bernie from the Homeless Shelter in Athy.
This was based around
LCA Vocational Preparation and Guidance subject. The module is called Community Work.
She has invited us to visit the shelter before Christmas also so
I might look at arranging that for Uladh with your permission.
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Adam’s Gift

Athy College
Choir Open
National
Conference

Many many thanks to Athy Order
of Malta for completing CPR training
with all of the students of Athy College today. Particular thanks to pst
pupil Kim Brophy who organised it for
us with two current students Sarah
and Killian helping along with several
other volunteers. Adam’s Gift is an
commemorative initiative run by the
oder and today that gift was passed
on to us.

Athy College Choir
“Voices” had the privilege of opening the National IL Conference
with our own song “We
are the Future” accompanied by Pádraigín Caesar (music teacher) and Mr O’Donnell. Our choir received a standing ovation for their excellence. “We
are the Future” was written for the Athy College graduation of the class of 2018

Futsal

Athy Heritage Centre Museum
Athy Heritage Centre Museum host master class workshop with artist and sculpture Mark Richards.
Leaving cert art students were invited to take part in a series of drawing activities led by Mark in
conjunction with the 18th Shackleton Autumn School. A fantastic experience which celebrated both
visual art and local/global heritage. Many thanks to all involved

First Year Scholarships

100% Attendance
124 students had full attendance from September to
October mid-term. They were treated to a breakfast. Well
done to all students.

Basketball

Congratulations to Barry Whelan and Erin
Brereton Foley winners of the Academic and Sports
Scholarships respectively. Both students were
presented with Chromebooks by Athy College.

Entrance Award Trinity
College Dublin
Justyna Parszcz received an Entrance
Exhibition Award in Trinity College to acknowledge her excellent Leaving Certificate results. Justyna is studying BSc in
Law.

Pictured are the Senior boys Basketball team who took
part in the Midlands group this year against Ardscoil, St.
Conleths and Kildare Town.
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On Thursday 25th of October the
1st year girls futsal team travelled
to Clongowes Wood College for the
Kildare schools FAI indoor soccer
blitz. There were 8 schools competing
in the blitz with two groups of four.
Athy College didn’t make it out of
their group and make the final however there were great goals scored by
Georgina Grufferty and Erin Brereton
Foley. Other notable performances on
the day included brilliant defensive
displays by Molly Doyle Walsh, Zoe
Bell and Gabija Svetokaite. Lea Zawada and Naomi Kelly Burke worked
hard all day in attack and defence and
Hannah McDermott, Sarah Grimes
and Maya Kalenbet were solid in goals
throughout the tournament. The
team really enjoyed the blitz and will
resume training after the midterm
break.

Physics Science Experiments IT Tallaght

Christmas Doors
Many thanks to teachers and students for their
“adoorable” work in creating a Christmas spirit by designing Christmas Doors. Some of the doors are pictured
here.
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TGT Metalwork

Code Club

Wintersong

3rd Year students revising for their Christmas exams in Metalwork using Team Games
Tournament.

Code Club have been busy designing the parts
for their robots to be made using the 3D printer
in the school. Thanks to Ms. Butler for the help
with that. The finishing touches are being put to
the code and some practice motor set-ups have
been tested so far.
Looking forward to Robot Wars after the
Christmas break

Well done to all students who took part in Wintersong. In particular many thanks to St Michael’s
ONE who were central to Athy College’s musical commemoration to those lost in World War 1 from
Athy.

Fun Run for
St Vincent’s Hospital
Well done to Athy College students from Clonmacnoise who organised a sponsored
fun runa and raised almost €900 for the residents of St. Vincent’s Hospital Athy,
Comfort Fund.

St Vincent’s Hospital
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Camogie
The new and upcoming Athy College
Camogie Team who have started off playing Camogie since September this year.
The girls have made huge progress and
are becoming great team players. The
numbers of players getting involved have
continued to increase and the girls are
showing great enthusiasm.
The girls took park in the Kildare-Meath Junior League and really did
the school proud. This league finished before mid-term break and since then the girls have moved
indoors and are now competing in very fun competitive blitz’s amongst themselves during lunchtime
and after school. Rivalry between our ‘Limerick’, ‘ Tipperary’, ‘Kilkenny’ and ‘Galway’ Camogie teams are
starting to build among students and staff. Onwards and upwards from here!!!

2nd Year Wellbeing ProgrammeGrowth Mindset
Students from Ash are pictured making brains which
represent a Growth Mindset. All second year students
take an eight week programme as part of the Wellbeing
Programme.
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