
INCOMING FIRST YEAR 
INFORMATION EVENING 



Agenda 
1. Welcome by the School Principal - Mr.R.Daly.
2. The Student Support Team (SST)
3. Information Pack -School Facilities
4. School Uniform-Ms. C. Ennis
5. The School Day, Timetable & Calendar
6. VSware - Subjects and Options Process
7. Fees & Book Rental -Way2Pay
8. Year Head -Ms. P Caesar
9. Ceannairí Programme-Ms.A Dunne

10. Google Classroom & Chromebooks-Ms. O Daly.
11. Additional Educational Needs (AEN) -Ms. C Butler. 
12. Q&A



Welcome to Athy College 

● Who we are - ethos & mission 
In a caring school we are dedicated to fostering educational excellence empowering all 
students to reach their full potential – academic and social, physical and spiritual. 
Through partnership and cooperation, we openly respect and nurture the dignity and 
uniqueness of each individual’.

● KWETB School 
● Building Extension 
● Our School Community
● School Facilities



School Extension 



The Student Support Team (SST)
● Teachers (over 70 staff members)
● Tutors - 5 tutors assigned to first year 
● Year Head - Ms Caesar
● Deputy Principal - Ms Ennis 
● Principal - Mr Daly 
● Guidance Counsellor - Ms Fennelly
● A.E.N Coordinator - Ms Butler 
● School Completion (SCP) - Ms Dowling 
● Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) - Ms Delaney 



School Facilities 
● 35 General classrooms
● 3 Science labs
● 1 DCG room
● 2 Art rooms
● 2 Home Economics rooms
● 1 Music Room
● 1 Performance Room 
● 1 Cinema / Drama area
● 1 Construction Studies room
● 1 Practical room
● 1 Metalwork room
● PE Hall, GYM, Football Field & Astro 
● ASD Classrooms 



Extra Curricular Activities
● GAA
● Athletics
● Basketball
● Rugby
● Soccer
● Gym 
● School Choir
● School Band
● Field trips
● Green Schools –Outdoor Education
● Buddying & Mentoring
● Charity Work & Fundraising 
● Student Council
● School Tours/Visits out
● Work Experience - TY & LCA
● Business in the Community 
● Gaisce 



School Timetable 



The School Day:
● *Students ordering food should do so first thing in the morning at the 

canteen before school commences.€2 for hot food ordered and this 
includes soup and roll if ordered (Varied Menu).

● School day commences at 8:43am
● Two  X 1 hour classes
● Tutorial time at 10:43am followed by Break at 10:55am
● Two X 1 hour classes
● Lunch at 1:10pm -First Year Students Do Not Leave Campus.
● Two  X 1 hour  classes
● Day finishes at 3:45pm (1:10 on Fridays)



School Uniform 
Regular Uniform - Girls 

● School kilt, knee length to be worn with plain dark navy tights
Or

Ladies’ navy tailored trousers 
● School crested navy 'V' neck jumper ONLY      
● School dark blue blouse.
● Black shoes ONLY
● School crested navy jacket (NO other jacket may be worn)

 
 



School Uniform 
Regular Uniform - BOYS    
  
● Dark navy trousers ONLY
● School crested navy 'V' neck jumper ONLY
● School dark blue shirt.
● Black shoes ONLY 
● School crested navy rainproof jacket
● School crested navy jacket (NO other jacket may be worn)

 



School Uniform 
Sportswear/PE

● School crested school t-shirt OR a pale navy t-shirt
● Plain navy tracksuit bottoms

 

Optional

  Fleece - link available on athycollege.ie



School Lunch 



Selecting Subjects & VSware



        What next - subject choice?  
● All students will be taking the following subjects for the Junior Cycle: 

Irish, English, Maths, History, Geography, Science, RE (Exam subject), SPHE, CSPE, 
PE & Wellbeing.

● In addition, students may choose 3 other subjects from the following
○ Group 1 - French OR Spanish
○ Group 2 - Any TWO from the following (ranking preference 1-7)

Art,  Business Studies,  Music,  Home Economics,  Materials Technology (Wood),  
Engineering (Metalwork), Technical Graphics.

● Please submit your subject options through the VS Ware app no later than 
Thursday, March 21st 2024.

● If you have any questions in relation to options or VSware please email: 
cennis@athycollege.ie



VSware - Subjects and Options Process

● Download the app and log in via a device (phone/tablet etc.)

● When downloaded, search for the school - Athy College

● Logging in via Athy College website

● Go to www.athycollege.ie and on the VSware icon at bottom 
right click of the home page.

http://www.athycollege.ie


Password set up 





Other school information - fees & book rental

● Book Rental Scheme - you do not need to start buying books.  
● During the summer you will receive a payment link
● The estimated amount will be no more than €100 & paid online 

using Way2pay (on Athy College web page)
● Book rental,Chromebook rental, locker, insurance, postage, text 

messaging, mock exams, ID cards, CAT testing, VSware app, etc .  
● Please note that an additional charge will be added if you are 

renting a school chromebook



     Year Head- Ms. Caesar

● Please contact me with any concerns relating to your child 
pcaesar@athycollege.ie 

● Pastoral Care & Supports (Ceannairí)
● Class Tutor -Wellbeing, day to day communication
● Communication with the school - VSware & Journal 
● Google Classroom-Chromebook

mailto:pcaesar@athycollege.ie


Changes from Primary to Post-primary school?

● Transition from primary to post-primary school
● Time-table & changing classrooms (1 hour classes)
● New subjects & no longer having just one teacher 
● Lockers, Year Head & Tutors 
● Increased responsibilities & expectations
● Now the youngest student
● Google school-Chromebook use
● Homework and study
● Experiencing new subjects for the first time
● Wellbeing hours
● Opportunity to make new friends
● Exposure to new extra-curricular activities
● Study & Homework 



School Expectations/Code of Behaviour

● Being organised (Books, Lockers, Zipped Pocket Folder)
● Punctual - be on time, all the time!
● Role of Parents - support, communicate and monitor
● Absence Notes(in Journal) or on VSware- Updated by Parent/Guardian 
● Leaving the school - note in journal, inform tutor & sign out in DP office 
● Student Voice - Importance of getting involved in school activities
● Homework- Google Classroom
● Respect School Rules - lates, leaving school, bullying, mobile phones, 

vaping/smoking 
● Attendance -SCP, HSCL, ‘Stay in and win’,SOM.



Parent Teacher Meetings & Whole School Assessment

● Christmas (early December) 
○ Exams for 1st, 2nd & 5th Years 
○ 2 hour revision blocks for 3rd & 6th Years 

● Christmas Reports - published before the Christmas break

● Mock Exams for 3rd & 6th years before February Midterm 

● Summer Exams before school year ends in late May/early June
● Summer Reports - published in mid June. 
● Date for PT Meeting - TBC (January) 



Junior Cycle - new terminology 



Wellbeing-Guidance

● There are 400 hours of Wellbeing over three 
years.

● Wellbeing classes include SPHE, Wellbeing, 
CSPE and PE.

● This classes focus on the wellbeing indicators.
● New Beginnings Transition Programme for first 

years
● Guidance Counsellors: Ms Fennelly and Ms 

Rothwell



Ceannairí Programme

Link Teacher - Ms Dunne

● Additional support for 1st Year students 
● Two TY students linked with each 1st Year Tutor class
● Ice breaker activities 
● Locker buddies
● Team building initiatives
● Study skills



Harvey Norman

Lenovo 100e 

Chromebook Recertified+ 

11.6" 2nd Gen | 4GB | 

32GB | Black

€199



DID Electrical 
ASUS
Asus Chromebook CX1101 11.6" HD Intel 
Celeron N 4GB/64GB Laptop - Silver | 
CX1101CMA-GJ0009

€199

https://www.did.ie/products/asus-chromebook-cx1101-11-6-hd-intel-celeron-n-4gb-64gb-laptop-silver-cx1101cma-gj0009
https://www.did.ie/products/asus-chromebook-cx1101-11-6-hd-intel-celeron-n-4gb-64gb-laptop-silver-cx1101cma-gj0009
https://www.did.ie/products/asus-chromebook-cx1101-11-6-hd-intel-celeron-n-4gb-64gb-laptop-silver-cx1101cma-gj0009


Google Classroom

      odaly@athycollege.ie 

What the classroom looks like…

mailto:odaly@athycollege.ie


Additional Educational Needs (AEN)

A.E.N Coordinator - Ms Butler

Email cbutler@athycollege.ie  
● Student Support Plans  
● Irish Exemptions
● Assistive Technology
● Extra Support  - Literacy, Numeracy, Organisation ect.
● 1:1/Small Group Withdrawals and Team Teaching
● Assist teachers to understand how your child learns best
● RACE (3rd Year) - testing with Ms. Dempsey 

mailto:cbutler@athycollege.ie


                               Q & A




